Gregory Newcombe – Manifesto Pledge – Exeter City Trust Elections

Exeter City has always been in my heart.
I watched my first game when I was five years old, and I’ll never forget being mascot against Plymouth Argyle back in 1992. By 13, I was a 50/50 seller at St James Park—part of the matchday buzz and already proud to be contributing to the club I loved. That early connection never left me.
Professionally, I’ve built a successful career as a senior business leader in the FMCG sector, leading diverse teams and managing contracts worth tens of millions of pounds. My experience spans strategic growth, stakeholder engagement, and navigating complex commercial environments—skills I believe can help support Exeter City’s ambitions for the future.
Now feels like the right time to give back. I’m especially passionate about strengthening the bond between the club and its supporters—honouring the loyalty of our long-standing community while building deeper engagement with younger generations. Many newer fans don’t feel as connected to the club’s leadership—not out of disregard, but because their expectations and experiences are different. We need to evolve how we communicate, involve, and inspire.
I have huge respect for the board’s commitment in steering the club through both triumphs and challenges. Their work has laid a solid foundation. But to keep progressing, we must also look at new ways to secure long-term financial resilience. That includes being open to innovative thinking while staying true to who we are.
I remain a strong advocate for the trust ownership model—it defines us. Like any lasting tradition, though, it may benefit from subtle evolution to stay relevant in a rapidly changing world.
If elected, I see my role as a connector—bringing together the experience and stability of current leadership with the energy and ideas of future generations. I want to help grow our membership, support commercial innovation, and ensure the club continues to thrive—on and off the pitch—for years to come.
I offer strategic vision, commercial expertise, and a lifelong commitment to Exeter City. I’m ready to play my part in helping the club seize new opportunities while protecting what makes it special.

